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direct contracts with the tenants or peasants especially in
Agrahara villages. The Brahmanas had a place in the
traditional Ayagar system.

DEVADAYA LAND TENURES :

Devasthanams or temples also owned lands. They
acquired lands mostly by donations. Such grants were known
as Devadaya. Temples were not only serving as religious
and social centres, but also acting as big landlords. During
the period under review, most of the temple lands endowed
to temples were the gifts of kings, queens, officials, private
persons and village communiies.

As in the case of Brahmadaya lands, here also we
notice the fact that the main purpose of granting lands to
temples was to acquire religious merit. We get references, to
many interestifKj purposes for which tends were grantee! to
the temptes by kings with a view to 'secure a strong empire120
and to record their visits to the temples21 and as birthday
presents with an expectation that their governments might
continue as long as Sun and Moon22. Common people
donated lands to temples to secure the four objects of human
desires, namely, Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksha or in
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